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support privations. There seems but little soil in his
heart for the support of the kindly virtues; and yet, if
we would but take the trouble to penetrate through that
proud stoicism and habitual taciturnity, which lock up
his character from casual observation, we should find
him linked to his fellow-man of civilized life by more of
those sympathies and affections than are usually ascrib-
ed to him.
It has been the lot of the unfortunate aborigines of
America, in the eai;,ly. periods of colonization, to be
doubly wronged by the white men. They have been dis-
possessed of their hereditary possessions by mercenary
and frequently wanton warfare; and their characters
have been traduced by bigoted and interested writers.
The colonist often treated them like beasts of the forest;
and the author has endeavoured to justify him in his
outrages. The former found it easier to exterminate
than to civilize; the latter to vilify than to discriminate.
The appellations of savage and pagan were deemed
sufficient to sanction the hostilities of both; and thus
the poor wanderers of the forest were persecuted and
defamed, not because they were guilty, but because they
were ignorant.
The rights of the savage have seldom been properly
appreciated or respected by the white man. In peace he
has too often been the dupe of artful traffic; in war he
has been regarded as a ferocious animal, whose life or
death was a question of mere precaution and conveni-
ence. Man is cruelly wasteful of life when his own
safety is endangered, and he is sheltered by impunity ;
and little mercy is to be expected from him, when he
feels the sting of the reptile and is conscious of the
power to destroy.